Coming-of-Age Day ceremonies held across Japan

The second Monday of January is Coming-of-Age Day. Though the age of adulthood was lowered
from 20 to 18 in 2022, most cities still hold Coming-of-Age ceremonies for 20-year-olds, because it is
difficult to celebrate 18-year-olds who are busy with university entrance exams or job-hunting.

Young women in colorful kimonos and smartly-dressed men celebrated Coming-of-Age Day across
Japan. Most of them were maskless in ceremonies held for the first time since COVID-19 restrictions
were lifted last spring.

The new adults have several characteristics.

1) When they were children, using smartphones and social media was normal.

2) They faced the COVID-19 pandemic while they were in high school.

3) They value “using time effectively.” They call it “Time Performance” in Japanese-English.

They try to do a lot of work in a short time, and want answers quickly.

4) They can use Al effectively, but some of them are in danger of losing ability to think by themselves.
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Q1 What was the date of Coming-of-Age Day this year?

Q2 What is the age of adulthood in Japan?
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Q4 Did you see young women in colorful kimonos and smartly-dressed men on Coming-of-Age Day?

Q5 Why were the new adults maskless?
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(1) When they were children, what did they use normally?

(2) When did they face the COVID-19 pandemic?
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(6) Do you use social media, such as Instagram, TikTok, or X?
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1) What do you want to do when you turn 20 years old?
2) When they were children, using smartphones was normal.

3) They faced the COVID-19 pandemic while they were in high school.

[Writing]
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Hi! When I was watching TV news, I saw many Japanese ladies in kimono.
Most men were wearing cool suits, but some were wearing hakama.
I heard that they had a Coming-of-Age ceremony. They looked amazing.

Do you want to wear kimono/hakama when you turn 20 years old?

I have one more question.
The news says, these days, young people in Japan value using time effectively.
How about you?

Your friend, Sam

Hi, Sam. Thank you for your e-mail.

Best wishes,
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[ ] they were children, ( ) smartphones and social media was normal.
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[ 1 1¢( ) 20 years old, I want to wear kimono and attend the ceremony.
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[ ] the age of adulthood was lowered to 18, most cities still ( ) Coming-of-Age

ceremonies for 20-year-olds.
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18-year-olds are busy, [ ] they are ( ) for university entrance exams

or job-hunting.
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It has been the first ceremony [ ] COVID-19 restrictions were lifted

last spring.

[2] KomOEW~HEAEL L9, KL, KIUKS HHEOTLTF S, MLFI A2 THET,
1) KA o725, AL 7EwTT A,
[ grow up /do/do/when/what/want/you/you/to/? ]
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[ a COVID-19 pandemic / going to / faced / were / while / we / we / high school /. ]
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[ Ishikawa prefecture / have passed / a big earthquake / hit / two weeks / since / . ]



